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design	is	“The Designer’s Accord - Integrating 



























Value thinking in GCDE - the case for 






“It can promote a shift in people’s mindsets and 
in so doing enable them to make our world 
safer, healthier and more prosperous, thereby 
improving the quality of life”.	(UNECE	2005,	p1;	
UNECE,	2009,	p15).
New	policies	such	as	the	UNESCO’S	“Education 
2030 – Incheon Declaration and Framework for 
Action”	(2016)	and	Ireland’s	“National Strategy 








































The use of value thinking and 
psychology in the education of graphic 
communication designers
The following article considers the case for integrating students’ personal values into the 
work processes of graphic communication design (GCD) to encourage an ethical approach. 
The author is currently undertaking action research to explore how this might happen. 
This article explains the author’s position in undertaking the study. It looks at the area 
of education for sustainable development (ESD), and considers a study where an ESD 
framework was tested in a graphic communication design education (GCDE) context, to 
evaluate its potential. The author also evaluates an example of value thinking used in a 
GCDE context. Through assessment of both examples, the author suggests that there may 
be benefits in considering the psychology of values in further explorations of ESD in a GCDE 
context. This follows from investigation into the psychology of values in the area of ESD. 








Education Framework of Teachers (SEFT)”,	
developed	by	Warren	et	al	(2014).	In	her	
conference	paper	“Integrating Sustainability 



























book,	“The Designer’s Atlas of Sustainability”,	
Ann	Thorpe	describes	this.	“Many of the 
issues confronting us in the landscape of 
sustainability are those that feel more personal 
than professional, for example, your connection 
to nature, your politics as a citizen, or your 























Value thinking and the psychology of values 
in education











“By connecting them (students) 
to holistic values and 
sustainable frameworks within 
design inquiry, designers can 



































goals, varying in importance, that serve as 
































Value thinking in GCDE – a current method 
























































Figure 1: Outline of the exploration of 
value thinking and psychology in GCDE
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Figure 2:  Examples of teaching material  

































































A note of thanks to Pamela Napier, Assistant 
Professor at Herron School of Art and Design, 
Indianapolis, adviser to the lead author’s work.
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